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4 Reasons Why the 2022 Midterms Were Good for Cannabis  
Analysis by Verde Compliance’s Executive Director, Harry Bernstein 

  
 

All of the votes have been counted, and the 2022 midterm results are in. With everything accounted for, even a 
last-minute party defection in the Senate, we can now take a look at the results and see what they mean for 
cannabis reform. 
 
Overall, the election was very positive for cannabis reform advocates.  Putting on my teacher hat, I’d give the 
midterms a B to B+, with four outcomes / actions specifically standing out. 
 

1. Positive State and Local Results 
2. U.S. Senate - gains for cannabis reform supporters  
3. U.S. House - the House gets younger, and is closely divided, leading to potential compromise 
4. White House moves forward on cannabis reform 

 
State and Local Results 
 
Cannabis reform experienced a lot of success at the state and local level.  The voters in two states, Maryland and 
Missouri, approved legalizing the adult use of cannabis.  When fully implemented by these new states, about 
80% of U.S. adults will have access to state legal medical cannabis, and 40% will have access to adult use / 
“recreational” cannabis.  Additionally, the Democrats, traditionally the party that more strongly supports 
cannabis reform, flipped the Senate in Minnesota, giving them full control of that state, and a clearer path 
towards adult use legalization.  In Pennsylvania, the Democrats picked up control of the lower house, and there 
is support for adult use legalization in the upper house.  Even in conservative states, such as Ohio, where adult 
use will most likely be on the ballot in 2023, progressive local communities approved pro-cannabis issues. 
 
The increasing pace of state level legalization of cannabis will put even more pressure on the federal 
government to act. 
 
To see state-by-state regulation at a glance, view the interactive map on https://www.verdecompliance.com 
 
U.S. Senate 
 
Senate elections proved to be very successful for cannabis reform advocates, with the Democrats picking up an 
additional seat, giving them 51. Even though Sen. Kyrsten Sinema (I-AZ), later announced that she had left the 
party to become an independent Senator she will continue to caucus with the Democrats. This effective 
majority, will give them more control over setting committee assignments, agendas, and hearings, ensuring that 
the issues they support will have priority.  
 

https://www.verdecompliance.com/
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Almost as important as what seat #51 means is who will be occupying it. Sen. John Fetterman (D-PA) defeated 
his Republican opponent, giving the Democrats their 51st seat.  Senator - elect Fetterman has been a long-time 
cannabis reform advocate, even flying a cannabis flag from the Lt. Governor's residence.  He will no doubt take a 
leadership position on cannabis reform. 
 
U.S. House of Representatives 
 
As opposed to the Senate, the Republicans did gain control of the House, albeit, with a razor thin 
margin.  Absent any more changes, the balance of power in the House will be 222 (R) and 213 (D).  With the 
underperformance (by most indicators) of the Republicans in midterms, the pressure will be on them to “get 
something done” prior to the next major election in 2024.  Cannabis reform is one area that has support from 
legislative members on both sides of the aisle, as well as strong support among voters of both parties.  Two 
current and returning Republican members of Congress, and strong cannabis reform advocates, Nancy Mace (R-
SC) and Dave Joyce (R-OH), have already spoken publicly about working on compromise cannabis legislation in 
the 118th Congress.  
 
Also, Congress, both the House & Senate, will be getting younger (average age of members) by about two years. 
Data shows that younger legislators tend to be more supportive of cannabis reform.   
 
President Biden Calls for Cannabis Reform 
 
Just one month prior to the election, on the eve of early voting in many states, President Biden took more 
meaningful steps towards cannabis reform than any previous administration.  Specifically, the President 
pardoned thousands of people convicted for minor “marijuana” crimes and called for the federal government to 
begin the process of potentially descheduling cannabis, which would effectively legalize it federally.  This is a 
concrete sign that the White House supports cannabis reform.  There is also evidence that the President’s 
pardons, and call for reform, drove younger voters to the polls, which would be a benefit to pro-cannabis 
candidates in 2024. 
 
In Summary 
 
Each of these developments indicate that federal cannabis reform, including reasonable regulation of cannabis, 
is closer than ever.  Due to the complexity of federal compliance, and the immense number of state legal 
licensees that will need to obtain a federal license, it’s imperative that businesses begin preparing today to deal 
with these issues.  Current, and potential state legal businesses should be aligning themselves with highly 
qualified advisors who are knowledgeable, experienced, and have worked with federal agencies.  Waiting until 
federal reform “happens” will only lead to increased cost, or potential shutdowns for those who fail to prepare 
for these changes. 
  

https://www.verdecompliance.com/president-biden-announces-steps-to-end-marijuana-prohibition/
https://www.verdecompliance.com/our-team/
https://www.verdecompliance.com/our-team/
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About Verde Compliance Partners  
Verde Compliance Partners is a national consulting firm focused on guiding clients through federal cannabis 
permitting, taxation, and regulatory compliance. Our firm prepares and navigates cannabis businesses through 
the regulatory, legal, and administrative requirements necessary to comply with current and future federal 
regulations.  With decades of experience in high level positions at the U.S. Treasury Department Alcohol & 
Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB), and its predecessor, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms (ATF), 
the Verde team is uniquely qualified to prepare cannabis industry stakeholders for the implementation of 
federal regulation. 
 
Harry Bernstein - Executive Director 
As general counsel of a beer and wine wholesale distributor for nearly two decades, Harry handled all legal 
matters including, contracts, franchise agreements, labor negotiations, as well as state and federal licensing and 
compliance. For the past 21 years, as an attorney, he has assisted individuals with health care matters and 
special needs planning, including representing clients at federal administrative hearings at the Social Security 
Administration.  


